
 

 

Fundraising Made Easy! 
 

Fundraising is easier than you think. You will be 

amazed at the support you receive! 

 

When you give others a chance to make a donation, 

you are empowering them to do something 

meaningful: to help, offer hope and healing to those 

affected by domestic violence.  
 

Fundraising Tips 
 

1. Think about why you are participating in the 9th Annual Zumbathon® and 

what its title, Survive & Thrive, means to you. 

2. Set a personal fundraising goal, we recommend $912 which is the cost to 

run the shelter for one day! 

3. Register online EARLY and create a fundraising page using this link: 

http://www.firstgiving.com/22338/Survive-Thrive-2017-9th-Annual-Zumbathon  

4. If you need help registering or creating your page, contact Janice Santiago 

at 802-658-3131 x1068 or janices@stepsVT.org 

5. Personalize your fundraising page with pictures and why you are 

participating and raising money for Steps to End Domestic Violence.  

6. Print the fundraising sheet  to keep track of any donations you receive 

directly from family and friends (checks and cash).  

7. Reach out to family, friends, co-workers, and neighbors about the 

Zumbathon® through email, phone calls, social media, and word of mouth 

(It is the largest annual Zumbathon® in our area!). Share with them why 

you are participating and what your fundraising goal is. 

http://www.firstgiving.com/22338/Survive-Thrive-2017-9th-Annual-Zumbathon
offline%20donation%20sheet%202017.docx


 

8. Include a direct link to your personal fundraising page from FirstGiving in 

your social media posts and other electronic communications so it’s easy 

for supporters to find your page and make an online donation. 

9. Include links to our Website, Facebook  Zumbathon® event page, Twitter, 

and Instagram. You can tag your posts with #stepsZumba #stepsVT. 

10. Think off the dance floor, too! You can host a party, bake sale, or any type of 

event to raise money towards your goal! If you provide a special service 

(like massage, music lessons, cooking lessons), you can offer a free 

session/class to the person who donates the most or whose donation puts 

you over your goal, or have a raffle among all of those who donated to your 

goal. 

11. Many employers match donations! Ask your employer or HR to see if they 

match about matching gifts. Get competitive! Challenge any fellow 

participants you know to raise the most money!  

12. Thank everyone! Every dollar counts! Let each supporter know how much 

their donation means to not only you, but to those receive services at Steps 

to End Domestic Violence.  

 
                                                  TOP 2016 FUNDRAISERS 
 
 

https://www.stepsvt.org/
https://www.firstgiving.com/22338/Survive-Thrive-2017-9th-Annual-Zumbathon
https://twitter.com/stepsvt
https://www.instagram.com/stepsvt/?hl=en


 

Sample Email you can edit (remember to make personal) and send to your family, 
friends, and co-workers: 
 
Dear <<Friends, Family, etc. >>> 
 
I am participating in the 9th Annual Zumbathon Survive & Thrive to 
support Steps to End Domestic Violence!  
 
Steps to End Domestic Violence is Vermont’s largest domestic violence 
organization. They provide emergency services and support to anyone 
affected by domestic violence. They believe that all people have the right 
to live without fear of violence, and I do too! 
 
That’s one of the reasons I am participating in this Zumbathon® and 
raising money for Steps to End Domestic Violence. My other 
reason(s)is/are – <<PLEASE GET PERSONAL IF YOU CAN. USE YOUR 
WORDS TO CONVEY THE IMPORTANCE OF THEIR SUPPORT TO YOU.>> 
 
Please help me reach my goal of <<$GOAL>> and support this important 
local non-profit. To donate, go to my FirstGiving page <<PROVIDE LINK>>, 
write a check (made out to Steps to End Domestic Violence), or donate 
cash.  
 
Every dollar helps change lives. I know you will understand why this event 
and cause mean so much to me.  
 
Thank you so much, 
 
<<YOUR NAME>> 
 
 
 
Sample Facebook Post: 
 



 

I am participating in the 9th Annual Zumbathon® Survive & Thrive for 
@Steps to End Domestic Violence <<MAKE SURE YOU’VE LIKED OUR 
PAGE AND PLEASE TAG US IN YOUR POSTS>>. My goal is to raise, 
<<$GOAL>>. Help me reach my goal by donating here <<INSERT LINK TO 
YOUR PERSONAL FIRSTGIVING FUNDRAISING PAGE>>.  
Sample Twitter Post: 
 
#stepsZumba is March 18. Help me reach my goal & support @stepsVT. 
<<LINK TO PERSONAL FIRSTGIVING>> Page  
 
 


